Progressive systemic sclerosis in a child: case report.
A case of pediatric progressive systemic sclerosis is reported and a literature review concerning medical and dental aspects of this condition is provided. Systemic features include sclerodactyly, Raynaud's phenomenon, telangiectasia, calcinosis, myositis, arthritis, tenosynovitis, renal failure, esophageal hypomotility, pulmonary fibrosis and heart failure. Oral manifestations include reduced interincisal distance, xerostomia, telangiectasia, increased periodontal ligament width, osseous resorption of the mandible, periodontal disease, and increased decayed, missing, and filled teeth (DMFT). The prognosis is difficult to predict because spontaneous remission has been documented, but death may result from extensive visceral involvement (heart, kidney, and lung).